THe MINOR BASILICA 
What Is It? 
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Conference, St. Vineant Archabbey, April 18, 1956) 
Bosco BD. Uesbelias 0.5.8. 


(Theological 


On August 2h, 1955, the Abbot Primate, Right Reverend Rernard Kaclin, 
G:8.Bey armounced to the comunity Riet the St. Vineont Archabbey Church 
had been honored by the Holy See with the title of a Minor Basilica. The 
wembers of the comunity and all. who had cathered in the eymmae 

mart Hell were moved t¢ a healthy round of applause, There wove not 4 
fow who looked at cach other after the sppleuse head subsided with a paszled 
expreesion on their faces and the query on theds tongues: "Now just what is 
au tdmor. basilica?" The anawer'te that question ie the busden of our paper 
thid evening. Actually the definition of a minor basiiies, as we shali Learn, 
ig so simple we could end this conference before it really begins, but this 
would be to give scandal te our pride and to our searching curiosity, which 
hag some righs te be sablefied. 

Philologista will. tell ue, and we agree, that one of the most satisfy= 
ing experierices of their gelence is te discover all the vanifications which 
make up the full development and meaning of a word. "Basilica" is just such 
a word. To give as complete a picture as possible we will very briefly treat 
its etynological definition, the technical or architectural sense with a brie? 
resume of its development and the various applications of the termg and Fineliy 
the Strict ecclesiastical sense as found ih canen daw and the decrees of the 
Congregation of Sa¢red Rites. The twp main dcuvees for the information we ara 
about to depart ate the articles ontitied, "Basiiique," ty Heard Leclercq, O.5.Be,s 
and A, Holieny Grates in the Dictionnaire de Detyolt Ganonique™ and the Diction- 
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terms basilica, as follows: 
Bagi licae pring vocabantur regum hebitamula, unde et 
abents nam basiicue vex, eb bastiicae regias 
habetationes. fune autem ideo divini temla Lone 
noninantur, quia fh Regi. candum Deo auliug, eb aaori= 
ficie offeruntar. 
&. Ieidere this explains the origin of the word along with a brief bub 
pointed Christia 
hell, xeserve this for the next section which deals with the essential and 


technical sense ag well as a brief historical summary of its architectural 


: 


m application, The term has many other applications, bat wa | 


dust a casual glance at the floor plans ef many bulldings througacu 
the Homan Empire would give the unlearned the impression that Christians 
simily took the common architectural form which best suited thele purposes in 
the celebration ef their liturgy. Emerson Swift in his Roman Sources of 
Christian Art! oritically exans no ess than ten @i¢ferent theories ae to the 

wivin and evolution of the basiidca, which the Christian Church siade ite very 
wim, We will byepase any discussion of that nature and follow the most commons 
in fact the most logival, concept of 4t6 origin according to ite essential 
aspect’e There are five elements essential to a basilica as an architectural 
st, a reotangular plan, mich longer than it ie wide: secondly, the 
principal entrance at one of the narrow sides (although Roman lew courte of 
the basilica type usually hed entrances in the center of the long sides), the 
third essential consista in two yvanges of columns dividing the interior Inte 4 
central nave with ab least two leteral side aisles; fourth) 

than the aisles to admit light through a clearstory; finally 
an apsidal sanctuary (throne area or judgment seat) at the end opposite the 
entranced. There are a munber of other items found very often In the basilica 
such as the atrium or entrance hall; the narthex or vestibule, side chambers in 
the apse; and a transepte-none of these, however are essential to the strict 
~ 2 


¥, the nave is roofed 
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hnieet, définition. We san define a basilica in the latter sansa aa 4 
at the other, whose interior consists of a roofed nave with clearstery, and 


flanked by rows of eolumns separating the naye from at least two parallel 


Tho fieot mention of this is made in chap 
Th 3 day by day, in the temple 


worship, and, as they broke bread in this house or that, 
Mai their share of Nar oe ladness and ees of 


iA agree that this breaking ef bread with the celebration of the Holy Saerli 
tho practice of using someone's home for the Rucharistie liturgy wes logleal, 
inte 1% provide ining hall. as wll. as relative seeurbty from intruders oy 
peredautora, We find another reference to this by St. Peuwl in his letter to 

a Romans, chapter sixt: to five: "Hy greetings to Prisca and 
grevtings, dist, to the congre 

One would be inclined to think thet the dudate background of the first 
Christians would make the temple a model tadlding 
péracctuion of Hered Agrippa in 2 and the destraction of the Jewish 
together with ite temple in 70 broke the bond between Christians 
Jewish ancestors. As a result the Christian comunity ceeecoeed almost nothing 
Kom the temple and the synage 
d however, was to have a more permanent infix 

janiby as 1% settled ite hub ab the Eternal City under the leade 
2 , eéter and Paul, From this point on the homes of Roman 
‘ genters Yor the Eucharistic Sacrifice. During the first two centertes we know 
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of these nobles haye come down to usy for example, the consuls, Acilius Giebrio 
emonss the latter's wité, Flavia Domitillay antl the brother of 


‘the reason for mentloning the ude of these Roman homed is thet the hence 

of either the imperial fanlly or the nobility and of high officials were of 
siizea tyes, By thab wo wean thal the central portion of the Roman hens 

was bulli. around & pordetyle, a large eolumned hall or nave, which we desertbed 
as being secentiel to a battides, The pastages leading to this hall worse called 
the atelum o” entrance hall and the tablinum or vestibule, ‘At the oppesite ond 
af the peristyle was a triclinum or dining hall. The other vooms of the hease 
such as sleeping quartera, storage rood, kitchens, otte, were elustered about 
these central halis. ‘The size of the halls dependad, of courses on the wealth 
of the cuner, For the amall pais a congregations this arrangement vas near 
perfect, since the central. lecation of the peristyle provided protection and 
quiet while the entrances could be effieientiy giended, Houses. of thie type 

been found in the rains of both Romo and Pompei. 

By the third sentery however the Christian communities had increas 
such proportions so as to demand 


ereaher space for the celebration of the 
witico. Th waa of necessity, therefore, that the Christians gonateonted 

edifioes geple enough +6 sudt their needs. Since thoy were accustomed to the 

erchitectatel. style of the Réuan homey which hed served for churches, the 

Christians simply reproduced the central halls of these homes on a larger 

gat in addition the influence of another Roman budiding, the Lav 

ich was basilica in style. it is nob unlike 
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Shurchee tedit on a large sadle were nob in vogue until the Peate of 
Gonatantbine abowt 312 gave the necessary freedom and financial moana te cone 
ativact Levge badldings. Tb was also at about thie tim that the texm of 
pasilica wae applied apecifically to a house of Christian worship by Optatus 
of Wilevia in a treatise on the Donatist schiem, dated about 3il: "Inter 
quadraginta et qued excurrit basliiecas, locum ubi colligerent non habobant.® 
thie term was siso used by the Pilerim of Bordeaux in 333 with reference to 
the church ereated by Constantine at the Holy Sepulchre, Old Ste Poter'a wh! 
Constentine had tallt over the burdal place of 84. Peter on Vatican Hil betwe 
322 and 337 was a basilica in architectural form, The transept made its first 
oppedivarice in the fourth century, when the Crosa of Christ was no longer a cign 
of opprobrium, esgas Old St, Peter's and Sta Paul'sOutaidesthe-iialis. I was 
Hot common until the ninth aren under the reign of Charlemagne, From the 
Latter century ws found a ateriking resemblance between the floor plan of the 
Abbey Church of St. Gali? and our own at St. Vincent. 

The appldcation of the vord, bagllica, was not confined to the magnificent. 
structures, which Constantine built in Some and in the Holy Land, tut was aleo 
applied te chapels such ay that of Ste, Laurence and Theodore in the Laterna 
it was given te ehapela tailt over the tombs of celebrated martyrs; 
and.in the sixth ond seventh eonturies, we find French monks giving the denige 
nation te their abbey ehurches.& uring the Widdie Aged the architectural 

yary sovise a9 applied to elnre 
rnal, splendor and veneration, The Congregation of Sacred 
Janation of a deerce granting the honor of minor basilica to the 
laing us that Leet: 


se ne 


48 autem e% 80 2 event, vel quia Eoclesiie quibusdan ob 
earun antdon: c elebei tater Trge reed alias” 


rum in Christ 2 Eoclesion Laoimis » vel in {poe Romanos 
Pontifiess venefacta, val Gale: ‘Claras ipse optime ds 
Eoclesia eb Pontificibus moriiue decorerd singelarlter 
dignss hablins fit. 


The deorse for the Lucerina Cathedral, dated Augist 27, » M36," 


the title of basilica is reserved te the Holy See and that 1% may elao be 
ived through an Jenene tomy and the privileges ara detived from 
ee. It ia to be noted that in the canon there is no mention made 
of either e mejor or a minor basilica. The canon simply gives the force 
Sou to whe stadaaliy become the custom a6 the close of the Middle AgeSe 
‘In the Lucerina deere the Gongregation of Sacred Rites states that the 
four patiierchal, churches of Home are major basilicas, namely, 36. John of tha 
Lateran, also lmown as the Basilica of St. Saviours St. Peter's on the Vatdeany 
Ste Fauk's-Outside~tho-Wallgs and 5%. Mary Hajor. They represent the ancient 
patrlexchal dees of Rosie, Constantinop condvia, and Antioch, respectively. 
St. doh of the Lateran is the chief bagiitea of the entire world as declare 
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2. Each hee 6 ctllege of carionss 
3e They are open throughout the day for tha faithful, while the 


other churvhes of Rome are closed at cartal 


m hourde 


&e They have five naves ae well as Five principal entrances, one of 
which ig closed a% all times excep 
§, The processional canopy is made of gold cloth and red velvet. 
Siimed with avid fringes. 
6 The canons as a body have thé privblegos of apostolic prothoro- 
tarlods 
7o ‘The principal altar is reserved for the Holy Father, or anyone 


he may delogate to celebrate Mass thereon, 


&% long last we come te the minor basiii 
Clustered about the royal family of majors, Tha minore may be divided inte 
groups: firet, these which share in some of the privileges of the major 
4aae guch as the Church of the Hels slem and St, Peter in 


& substitute of the Congregation of Sacred Rites, the honor is easlly obtained, 
cunt facdiitate,"* and states that over four hur 
forty years provious to 1949, an average of ten per yeux. 

The potliios fer the title mist contain fatorastion soncernin 
ing requisitesr™ 


hmpons ved were granted in the 
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Le The church mast be characterized by enbiquity, amplitudes and 
enifieences these terme ave to be taken In a yelative senses 
2. There mast be sufficient clerics to carry on the sacred function, 


especially the more solemn ones, with some splendor and fraquencys 

3e The saored furnishings of the chuvch mst be of sufficient number 
and cestiiness to eelebrate the liturcy with decorums 

ih. The church mst bave sufficient funds to carry on ita sacred 


functions and the source of these funda mist be givens 
Se The church should have some outstanding relies, or in defect of 
able palntings, statues, ett. 
& Tha sharch should be consecrated. 
7o Finally the petition ought to be made or recommended by the 
ordinary of the dioceses even for exempt churches, as to whether or not 
the partioulay church in question is worthy of the titles 


a far as we are able to arms without seoing any documents, the 
above information for the St. Vincent Srchabhoy Church was sent to the Abbot 
Primate, who in turn petitioned the Holy Father to grant the title. The 
favorable reply was sent to the Abbot Primate, who announced it at our cene 

ial banquet on August 2hy 1955. 

in addition to the honovary title the minor basilica acquires certain 
privileges, nanoly, the uee of & processional canopy and belly and if there 
ig a edllege of canons attached te thé thurch, the privilege of wearing a 
aentae The Lucerina decree of 1656 makes this quite spetifics 


ontdaran 

iiss, quas pLiree bia in Literis Apostolicis in forma 
Brevie expeditis favere alicujus Ecolesias ad gradum — 
— ninoris elevates, venire: Cormpacun, om. 
tamer auri et argentl ornate‘ab eo excluso, tintdinnsbu 
at sank cappae magne. 
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Atcowdingly, therefore, there are no indulgences or spirliual favors tenn 
with a minor basilica, although the Holy See has eranted stich favors by way of 
eucepidon, for example, to the Basil Remi ab Rhodes. 
The processional canopy is a large seghaped affair to be made of wood 

end covered with alternating bands of red and yellow silk. Tt de topped with 

giidea globe surmounted by a glided cross. Any gold or sliver ornamentation 
auch ee fringes is ferbiddeny since this is reserved for the majors. This 

exeded ab the head of a procession as @ sysibol of the emin 

of the wivor basiidea. The processional bell which precedes the ¢anopy in a 
procession, is carried on.a ateff and has a cord attached to the clapper for 


See 


image of the patron 

end ie careied folded upon the left army, ainces if the train were 

woild be a sign of jurisdiction.. In cur case the 

camilla, which was originally 

46 precedence in a diesese the minor basiiien would rank nexd to the cathedral, 
mirch, whether or not the latter is a basilicae Since the privilecea are 

abtached te the church end not to persons they are to be contin 

ino disolf and its immedia ndiness In view of all. the facie given abovds 

miviox' basilica, as 1% epplies to the Archabhey Church, 4a an honorary titie 
granted by the Holy See with the privileges of the processions L 


engine Hert: tn comparison to Frantes, which has at ‘east. 
Agnty-six minor siauall the United States soemé to have relatively 

earns at least ten besides our ows the cathedrals 
umption of the Blessed Virgin 
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Help eres Boston, Hasseg Our Lady £5 nn 
Winneapolis, Mimnesotay Ot. dousphaty (GsF.Me, Polish) Milwaikao, 
eer St, John the Apostle, St. Lowis, Migssourdy and Our Lady 

ieeo, Califernia. Weare, therefore, in 


(Mission Dolores, Gel Me)y San Franc 
vory select companys 

turning now to the fiyst part 
Basilica of St. Vincent Archabbey also ALi 
of o Chriatian basilice as it developed from the very first eneny. of the 

lurch. I possesses, moreover, tha ehie? characteris thes as one might sep. 

an the finest Romanesque basilicas. In addition 2% is a basilica im the 
Lenenta deserited earlier in 


this papers 
eorresponds to the etymological defindtion as a house of @ king, In fac, the 
King of kings? ny 
6 quan metuendus cat locus lester vere 

hie eliud, nisi, doxis Red et porta 
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16, mifiont Antiphon for Second Veapars of the Dedication of a Church. 
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